PLANNING for HURRICANE SEASON

Check these items to see whether you’re prepared for the six-month hurricane season and the rest of the year.  If you don’t have coverages, it might be too late to purchase them if/when a hurricane is born.

Homeowners Insurance:  A basic policy to cover fire and other losses, especially those caused by wind.

Check what your policy covers:  Are you covered for cash values or replacement costs?  The latter is more expensive, but it cuts your out-of-pocket costs.

Check deductibles:  Higher deductibles lower premiums but mean that you’re responsible for paying more out of pocket.  Consumers often use the savings from higher deductibles to switch to replacement cost insurance.

Wind and hail policy:  Needed if your homeowners policy doesn’t protect you from losses caused by these elements.  Available from the South Carolina Windstorm and Hail Underwriting Association and most insurance agents.

Flood insurance:  Covers losses cause by floods.  Available from private companies and through insurers that write policies for the National Flood Insurance Program.

Automobile comprehensive:  Covers your car if it’s damaged by storms.  If you can afford to replace or repair your car, you probably can do without it.

Update household inventory:  Videotape, photograph and/or list the contents of your home.  This helps insurers figure payouts.  Put the tape, photos or list and a copy of your policy in a safe place away from your home, such as a safety deposit box.

Have your home inspected:  If your home doesn’t meet building codes, it’s far more likely to be damaged in a hurricane.  If it doesn’t, there are low-cost techniques that can be used to make your home stand up to high winds.

For more information and materials related to planning for hurricanes and insurance, call the National Insurance Consumer Helpline, (800) 942-4242.  If you are having problems finding an insurer to write a policy for your home, call for information:

South Carolina Department of Insurance
in Columbia at 737-6160 or (800) 768-3467.

